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K A P A R I  V A N I .  .  .

 I. Walking Together in Faith, Hope and Mission

September: A Time to Pause, Reflect and Renew
The month of September invites us to pause, reflect and renew our-
selves in the Lord. As we continue our journey as a diocesan family,
we are reminded that the Church is not merely a place we visit, but a
family in which we walk together, pray together and serve together.

Caring for God’s Creation
The month begins with the celebration of the World Day of Prayer for
the Care of Creation on 1 September and the Season of Creation. It is
a timely reminder that creation is God’s precious gift entrusted to our
care. As Christians, our faith calls us to protect nature, use resources
responsibly and leave a healthier world for future generations. Let our parishes, schools,
institutions and families become places where care for creation is lived in practical ways.

Mary and the Holy Cross: Models of Discipleship
September also brings before us the beautiful feasts of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
and the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. Mary teaches us the beauty of humble availability to
God’s plan. The Cross teaches us that love sometimes demands sacrifice, perseverance and
courage. Together, Mary and the Cross remind us that discipleship is not simply about believ-
ing in Christ but following Him faithfully, even when the path is difficult.

Strengthening Communion in Our Diocese
As a diocese, we have a special responsibility to strengthen our communion. Our priests,
religious, catechists, lay faithful, youth, children and families are all important members of one
Body of Christ. No parish, institution or individual can accomplish the mission of the Church
alone.

Participation, Collaboration and Shared Responsibility
Therefore, I encourage every parish community to promote participation, collaboration and
responsibility. Parish councils, associations, youth groups, women’s groups, catechists and all
apostolic movements should work together with a common vision: to make Christ known,
loved and followed.

Walking with Our Young People
Our young people deserve special attention. They are not merely the future of the Church;
they are the Church today. Let us listen to them, accompany them and give them opportunities
to discover their gifts and use them for the service of God and society.
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 Forming Minds and Compassionate Hearts
Our educational and social institutions also have an important mission. Education must form
not only intelligent minds but also compassionate hearts and responsible citizens. Our schools,
colleges, hospitals and social-service initiatives must always reflect the Gospel values of dig-
nity, justice, compassion and service.

Reaching Out to Those in Need
I also encourage our priests and religious to remain close to the people, especially to the poor,
elderly, sick, migrants, families in difficulty and those who feel forgotten. The credibility of our
evangelization depends greatly on the way people experience Christ’s compassion through us.

A New Journey of Communion, Participation and Mission
As I begin my ministry among you as your Bishop, I place great importance on the spirit of
communion, participation and mission. I wish to walk with you, listen to you and work with
you so that together we may build a Diocese that is spiritually vibrant, missionary in outlook
and compassionate towards those in need.

Fathima Vani: A Bridge of Communion
Let Fathima Vani also continue to be more than a diocesan publication. Let it become a bridge
connecting our parishes, institutions, priests, religious and faithful, sharing the stories of God’s
grace and inspiring one another in mission.

Three Commitments for September
Dear brothers and sisters, let us enter this month with three simple commitments:

Pray more deeply.
Love more generously.
Serve more joyfully.

May Mary and the Holy Spirit Guide Us
May the Blessed Virgin Mary, whose Nativity we celebrate this month, accompany our dioc-
esan family. May the Holy Cross strengthen us in moments of difficulty. And may the Holy
Spirit guide our Diocese of Warangal to become ever more faithful to Christ and His mission.

With Prayers and Blessings
+ D. Vijaya Paul

Bishop of Warangal
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II. Holy Father’s General Intention: For the care of water.

Let us pray for a just and sustainable management of water, a vital resource, so that everyone
may have equal access to it.

III. Pope’s Message for World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation:

“They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks”
(Isaiah 2:4)

Jesus tells us, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (Jn 10:10). Life is
God’s precious gift, and creation is the home He has entrusted to us.
Therefore, caring for creation is not simply an environmental
responsibility; it is a spiritual responsibility and an expression of our
love for God and for one another.Today, our world is facing many
crises: war, violence, poverty, injustice, climate change and destruction
of nature. These problems are closely connected. War destroys human
lives and families, but it also destroys forests, soil, water and food
resources. Environmental destruction, in turn, increases poverty and
inequality and can create new tensions and conflicts.

The Problem Begins in the Human Heart
The deeper root of these problems is found in the human heart. When the heart is controlled
by greed, hatred, selfishness, the desire for power and unlimited profit, these attitudes eventually
appear in society and in our relationship with creation.Pope Benedict XVI reminded us: “The
external deserts in the world are growing, because the internal deserts have become so vast.”
What is damaged outside us often reflects what has already been damaged within us.Therefore,
caring for creation requires not only new laws and better systems, but also a conversion of
heart. We need to return to God, allow Him to heal our hearts and learn again to respect the
dignity of every person and the beauty of creation.

From Swords to Plowshares
The prophet Isaiah gives us a powerful vision: “They shall beat their swords into plowshares”
(Is 2:4). A sword is an instrument of destruction; a plowshare is an instrument of cultivation
and life.This means that the resources used for war and destruction should instead be used for
feeding the hungry, helping the poor, educating children, protecting human dignity and caring
for our common home.The same transformation is needed in our personal lives. We must turn
anger into forgiveness, hatred into love, indifference into compassion, greed into generosity
and conflict into reconciliation
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Peace Begins in the Heart
Jesus says, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you” (Jn 14:27). True peace does not
begin with weapons or power. It begins in a heart that has encountered Christ.When our
hearts are renewed, our families become more peaceful, our communities become more united,
and our relationship with creation becomes more responsible. Therefore, we are called to
protect three interconnected “ecosystems”: the ecosystem of creation, the ecosystem of human
relationships, and the ecosystem of the human heart.

Our Mission
The task before us is great, but God does not leave us alone. He gives us His grace to become
instruments of healing and reconciliation.Let us choose truth instead of lies, dialogue instead of
violence, justice instead of oppression, mercy instead of revenge, generosity instead of greed,
and love instead of hatred.May we become collaborators in God’s work of renewal. May we
move from desert to garden, from division to communion, and from violence to peace.May
the Lord renew our hearts and give us the courage to care for His creation, protect human life
and build a civilization of love. May the words of Isaiah become a reality in our world:”They
shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.”And may the
peace of Christ reign in our hearts, in our communities and throughout all creation.
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IV. News from Vatican

1. Excommunication decreed for Lefebvrite episcopal ordinations
A document signed by Cardinal Víctor Manuel Fernández, Prefect of the Dicastery for the
Doctrine of the Faith, defines the rite celebrated on 1 July as an “act of a schismatic nature,”
with an explanatory note providing details of the grave canonical sanction of excommunication.

The bishops of the Priestly Fraternity of Saint Pius X, Alfonso de Galarreta and Bernard
Fellay—respectively principal consecrator and co-consecrator—and the newly consecrated
bishops Pascal Schreiber, Michael Goldade, Michel Poinsinet de Sivry, and Marc Hanappier
have incurred “ipso facto” the “latae sententiae” excommunication reserved to the Apostolic
See for having carried out “an act of a schismatic nature”: the “episcopal consecration of four
presbyters, without pontifical mandate and against the will of the Supreme Pontiff.”This was
stated in a decree released on July 2 and signed by Cardinal Víctor Manuel Fernández,
Prefect of the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith, and countersigned by the two Secretaries
of the same Dicastery.The decision came twenty-four hours after the solemn ceremony
celebrated in Écône, Switzerland, on the morning of July 1, 2026.

The Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith’s decree establishes that, in the act of carrying out
the consecration, both the consecrators and those consecrated incurred the prescribed
excommunication.The painful epilogue was the consequence of the decision taken by the
Lefebvrites against the will repeatedly expressed by Pope Leo XIV.The excommunication
newly separates the bishops and priests of the Fraternity of Saint Pius X from the Church of
Rome.As for the lay faithful, those who formally adhere to the Fraternity are to be considered
excommunicated.

A brief Explanation about Lefebvrite episcopal ordinations
The Priestly Fraternity of Saint Pius X once again separates itself from Rome through illicit
episcopal consecrations carried out against the Pope’s will, despite the generous efforts of
Pope Saints Paul VI and John Paul II, the decision by Pope Benedict XVI to lift the
excommunication, and the faculties granted by Pope Francis. The central issue has been the
SSPX’s rejection of aspects of the Second Vatican Council, post-conciliar reforms, and its
resistance to full submission to the Pope and the Church’s Magisterium.
In the 1970s, Pope Paul VI repeatedly attempted dialogue and reconciliation with
Lefebvre, but Lefebvre continued his opposition and was eventually suspended a divinis.In
1988, an important doctrinal agreement was reached between Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger
and Lefebvre. The SSPX agreed to fidelity to the Catholic Church and the Pope, acceptance
of the Church’s Magisterium, and recognition of the validity of the Mass and sacraments
celebrated according to the rites approved by the Church.



FATIMA VANI -  SEPTEMBER - 2026 6

However, Lefebvre subsequently decided to consecrate bishops without the Pope’s mandate.
On 30 June 1988, four bishops were consecrated, leading to excommunication and a formal
schismatic rupture.Later Popes continued efforts toward reconciliation. Pope Benedict XVI
lifted the excommunication of the four bishops in 2009 and opened the way for further dialogue.
However, the SSPX did not accept the doctrinal requirements necessary for full communion.

Pope Francis also made a pastoral gesture in 2016 by granting SSPX priests faculties to
validly hear confessions, later extending this permission permanently. Nevertheless, the SSPX
remained outside the ordinary canonical structure of the Church. In 2026, the SSPX announced
new episcopal consecrations. The Vatican again invited them to theological dialogue and asked
them to suspend the planned ordinations. Despite these appeals, the consecrations proceeded
on 1 July 2026, resulting in what the article describes as a new schismatic act.

Main Message3

The history shows that successive PopesPaul VI, John Paul II, Benedict XVI, Francis
and Leo XIV—made repeated efforts to restore full communion with the SSPX. The
Holy See repeatedly kept the door open for dialogue and reconciliation, but the fundamental
issues of obedience to the Pope, acceptance of the Second Vatican Council and
recognition of the Church’s Magisterium remain unresolved.The article emphasizes that
the latest episcopal consecrations repeat the serious rupture of 1988 and have consequences
for the faithful, particularly concerning the canonical status of SSPX clergy and the validity of
certain sacraments they administer.

The Lefebvrite episcopal ordinations took place in Switzerland
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V. News from CCBI/CBCI

1. CCBI National Synodal Assembly Opens in Bengaluru with Call to Build a

Participatory and Mission-Oriented Church

The Conference of Catholic Bishops of

India (CCBI) formally inaugurated its

National Synodal Assembly 2026 at St.

John’s Medical College, bringing together

bishops, clergy, religious, and lay delegates

from across the country for a significant

moment of prayer and discernment.

The assembly commenced in a deeply prayerful atmosphere with the singing of Veni Creator

Spiritus, invoking the guidance of the Holy Spirit. The ceremonial lighting of the lamp marked

the formal opening, led by Cardinal Filipe Neri Ferrão, alongside Archbishop Peter Machado,

Archbishop Vincent Aind, Fr. Stephen Alathara and Fr. Joe Xavier.Fr. Charles Leon then led

the assembly in a prayer of thanksgiving, expressing gratitude for the many blessings bestowed

upon the CCBI in recent years. Welcoming the delegates, Fr. Stephen Alathara, Deputy

Secretary General of the CCBI, described the gathering as “a spiritual journey” and “a moment

of God’s grace.”

“We are here with a clear mission and a shared responsibility,” he said. “We are called to

renew our Church, moving from maintenance mode to missionary mode.”In his presidential

address, Cardinal Ferrão, President of the CCBI, traced the historical journey of the Catholic

Church’s episcopal structures in India. He recalled that the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of

India was established in 1944, and highlighted the pivotal role played by Pope John Paul II.

Following the Pope’s 1986 visit to India, a letter sent the following year encouraged the

establishment of three distinct ecclesiastical bodies, while retaining the CBCI’s role in addressing

matters of national importance.

Reflecting on the CCBI’s present mission, Cardinal Ferrão noted that the Conference now

serves the Church through sixteen commissions, six departments, and four apostolates. He

underscored the importance of the CCBI Pastoral Plan, describing it as the fruit of extensive

consultation and long-term planning.The Cardinal recalled that in 2023, the bishops resolved

to celebrate the Great Jubilee of Redemption, and in 2024, the new pastoral plan was formally

released. He emphasised the Church’s commitment to networking with people of goodwill,
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while prioritising outreach to the marginalised, the discriminated, and those living on the

peripheries.

“Our focus is to strengthen the bonds among all,” he said. “It is our collective responsibility to

implement the pastoral plan. All must participate in this synodal journey, guided by the Holy

Spirit.”He further called for a Church shaped by dialogue, discernment, and prayer—a Church

that is participatory, communion-centered, and mission-oriented.In a moving conclusion,

Cardinal Ferrão recounted an anecdote about Mother Teresa following her receipt of the

Nobel Peace Prize. When asked whether she could eliminate poverty in the world, she humbly

replied that her mission was simply to place “a drop of clean water in a polluted ocean.”

Drawing from this powerful image, the Cardinal urged the delegates to contribute their own

“drops” to the Church’s synodal journey. “An ocean is made up of drops,” he reminded them,

inviting all present to participate wholeheartedly in the process of renewal and mission.

The CCBI assembly is being attended by over 220 delegates, including two cardinals, 25

bishops, 65 priests, more than twenty women religious, and over one hundred lay faithful from

across India. The National Synodal Assembly will continue over the coming days, focusing on

prayerful discernment, dialogue, and the implementation of the CCBI’s pastoral vision for the

Church in India.

2. FCRA Amendment Bill referred to Joint Parliamentary Committee amid political

standoff

The Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026, will undergo detailed

parliamentary scrutiny after the Lok Sabha moved to refer the proposed legislation to a Joint

Parliamentary Committee (JPC) amid sharp differences between the government and

Opposition.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah was scheduled to move a motion on Wednesday proposing

a 31-member committee comprising 21 Lok Sabha and 10 Rajya Sabha members. The

committee is expected to submit its report by the last day of the first week of the Winter

Session of Parliament in 2026.The government has defended the proposed amendments as

necessary to strengthen regulation, transparency and accountability in the handling of foreign

contributions. Opposition parties, however, have demanded that the Bill be withdrawn, arguing

that it could have far-reaching implications for minority organisations, civil society groups and

charitable institutions receiving overseas funding.
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Government defends legislation

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju defended the Bill in Parliament, saying foreign funds could not be

allowed to enter or be used in India without an appropriate legal framework. Rejecting

allegations that the amendments were directed at minorities or particular religious communities,

Rijiju challenged the Opposition to identify provisions that specifically targeted minorities. He

maintained that the legislation dealt with the regulation of foreign contributions rather than

religion. The government has argued that tighter oversight is required to ensure that overseas

funds are used lawfully and transparently, while accusing the Opposition of creating

misconceptions about the Bill.

Opposition seeks withdrawal

The Opposition has maintained that referral to a JPC does not address its fundamental objections

and has called for the legislation to be withdrawn. Senior Congress leader P. Chidambaram

termed the Bill “mischievous” and warned that it could have serious consequences for minority

organisations. He said the Congress would oppose the legislation during the committee’s

deliberations and continue to demand its withdrawal.

Opposition parties have also raised broader concerns about the impact of foreign-funding

regulations on civil society organisations, charitable institutions and other groups dependent

on overseas contributions.The controversy has consequently expanded beyond the technical

provisions of the Bill to questions surrounding transparency, institutional independence and

the functioning of organisations receiving foreign funds.

JPC to examine provisions

The proposed JPC will have 31 members from both Houses of Parliament. The committee

will examine the Bill and consider different views before submitting its report. The Rajya

Sabha has been asked to nominate its representatives and communicate their names to the

Lok Sabha.The referral gives MPs additional time to scrutinise the proposed amendments

and could provide an opportunity for stakeholders, including civil society and charitable

organisations, to place their concerns and recommendations before the committee.

FCRA debate amid wider parliamentary standoff

The dispute over the FCRA Bill comes amid a broader confrontation between the government

and Opposition over the handling of student protests. Opposition parties have demanded

discussion on allegations of the use of force against student protesters. Congress leader Rahul

Gandhi has called for Shah’s resignation, accusing the government of avoiding accountability.
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Trinamool Congress MP Mahua Moitra and other Opposition members have also criticised

the Home Minister’s alleged absence from parliamentary proceedings.

The government has rejected the allegations.

Shah said he had been attending Parliament and accused the Opposition of obstructing the

functioning of the Houses. He offered to participate in a detailed debate on the student protests

and answer questions from Opposition members. The Home Minister urged the Opposition

to submit a formal request to the Speaker and participate in a structured discussion, arguing

that parliamentary procedure required a proper debate rather than simply a government

statement. He said the government had “nothing to hide” and was prepared to respond to

questions.

Bill enters crucial phase

The JPC referral places the FCRA Amendment Bill at a significant stage of the legislative

process. The legislation will now be examined by members of both Houses before Parliament

considers the committee’s recommendations. For the government, the process provides an

opportunity to demonstrate that the proposed amendments are aimed at strengthening regulation

and accountability. For the Opposition and civil society organisations, the JPC offers a platform

to raise concerns over their potential impact. The committee’s findings could therefore prove

crucial in determining the future of the Bill as Parliament continues to debate the balance

between regulating foreign contributions and protecting legitimate charitable, social, religious

and humanitarian activities.

3. Goa Catholic Groups Urge Kharge to Oppose FCRA Amendment Bill

Two Catholic organisations in Goa have urged

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge to

oppose the Foreign Contribution (Regulation)

Amendment Bill, 2026, in its present form or

press for amendments to provisions they say

could adversely affect minority institutions and

civil society organisations. The Council for Social

Justice and Peace (CSJP) of the Archdiocese

of Goa and Daman and the Catholic Association of Goa (CAG) submitted a joint memorandum

to Kharge on August 18, welcoming the Congress’ demand in Parliament for the Bill to be

referred to a Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) for detailed scrutiny.
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The memorandum, signed by CSJP secretary Fr. Savio Fernandes and CAG president Cyril

A. Fernandes, called for a transparent and inclusive JPC process involving stakeholder

testimony, expert opinion and public consultation.A key concern raised by the organisations is

a provision relating to assets created wholly or partly through foreign contributions. They said

the proposed legislation could empower the government to take over, manage or dispose of

such assets if an organisation’s FCRA registration is cancelled, surrendered or ceases following

non-renewal.The organisations said the provision could have implications for minority-run

educational, healthcare and social-service institutions in Goa, many of which have operated

for decades.

They also warned that organisations working with vulnerable communities could be affected,

particularly those involved in education, healthcare, livelihood support, disaster relief, disability

services, tribal welfare and child protection.The memorandum further raised concerns about

what the organisations described as the potential for selective action against civil society

organisations and a “chilling effect” on groups working on issues such as human rights,

environmental protection, labour rights, social justice and public accountability.

The two organisations linked their concerns to constitutional protections under Articles 25,

26, 29 and 30, covering religious freedom, freedom to manage religious affairs, cultural and

educational rights and the rights of minorities to establish and administer educational

institutions.The memorandum said minority-run schools, colleges, technical institutes, hospitals,

dispensaries, orphanages, old-age homes and charitable institutions have made a significant

contribution to education, healthcare and social welfare in Goa.It also referred to recent FCRA

action involving two organisations affiliated with the Archdiocese of Goa and Daman—the

Diocesan Society of Education and the Diocesan Centre for Social Communications Media.

The organisations noted that the Bombay High Court had stayed the cancellation of their

FCRA registrations.

The memorandum also cited concerns raised by local Congress legislators, who have described

the proposed legislation as a potentially “draconian tool” and warned of the possible impact

on the properties and assets of NGOs, minority institutions, charitable organisations and media

bodies.The CSJP and CAG urged Kharge and the Congress to continue opposing the Bill in

both Houses of Parliament unless its contentious provisions are addressed. They called for

the legislation either to be substantially amended or withdrawn.They also urged the Congress

leadership to ensure that concerns specific to Goa’s minority institutions are placed before the

proposed JPC and considered as part of the parliamentary scrutiny of the Bill.
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4. Abp. Antonysamy Appointed Apostolic Administrator of Dindigul

The Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV, has appointed Archbishop

Antonysamy Savarimuthu of Madurai as the Apostolic Administrator

of Dindigul. Bishop Thomas Paulsamy, Bishop of Dindigul, retired on

3 August 2026 at the age of 75.Archbishop Antonysamy Savarimuthu

is currently the Chairman of the CCBI Commission for Canon Law.

He was appointed Bishop of Palayamkottai on 20 November 2019

and was ordained a bishop on 15 December 2019. He was appointed

Apostolic Administrator of Madurai on 4 November 2024 and

appointed Archbishop of Madurai on 5 July 2025.

He was born on 8 December 1960 in Vadakku Vandanam, in the Diocese of Tuticorin, Tamil

Nadu. He was ordained a priest on 26 April 1987 for the Diocese of Palayamkottai. He

served as a resident professor at St. Peter’s Pontifical Institute, Bangalore, from 2011 to

2019. He was elected Chairman of the CCBI Commission for Canon Law and Legislative

Texts at the 34th Plenary Assembly of the CCBI, held in Bangalore in 2023.Bishop Thomas

Paulsamy, who served more than ten years (2016-2026) was born on 2 August 1951 at N.

Poolampatty in the Diocese of Tiruchirappalli. He was ordained a priest on 25 May 1977 for

the Diocese of Tiruchirappalli, which at that time included the territory that later became the

Diocese of Dindigul. Before his appointment as bishop, he served as Vicar General of the

Diocese of Tiruchirappalli. He was appointed Bishop of Dindigul on 11 April 2016 and was

ordained a bishop on 22 May 2016. He served the Diocese of Dindigul for more than ten

years.

VI. News from TCBC

1. TCBC Extraordinary Meeting for 1st to 3rd September 2026 at St. John’s Regional

Major Seminary, Ramanthapur, Hyderabad.

The TCBC Extraordinary Meeting has been scheduled for 1st to 3rd of September 2026, at

St. John’s Regional Major Seminary, Hyderabad. Your presence at this event is eagerly awaited.

The meeting will bring together the Bishops of Telangana for important discussions concerning

the pastoral and ecclesial life of the Church in the region.
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VII. Bishop’s Schedule for September, 2026

01-27: Newly Ordained Bishop’s Formation Program, Rome and Visit to Priests

working in Europe

27: am Return from Rome

pm St. Vincent de Paul Feast Celebrations at Jeevadhara Prayer Centre,

Rampur

29: Office

5:00pm St. Anthony’s Grotto Blessing at Reddipalem Parish

30: Office

October 2026

01: 10:00 am Blessing of  the Renovated Sacred Heart Church, Shayampet Village,

Ookal Parish

02: 6:30pm Holy Mass at Regina Mundi Convent at Fatimanagar

03: Pastoral Visit to Shanthinagar Parish

04: 10:30am Holy Mass at Assisinagar Parish

06: 10:30am Diaconate Ordinations of Holy Spirit Congregation Deacons,

Ramanthapur

08: General Body Meeting of Fatima Mahila Sangam

09: Office

10: Occupied

11: 10:30am Holy Mass at Ramannagudem

12-17: Annual Retreat at Andaman Nicobar Islands

VIII. Communications

1. World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation on 1 September 2026: The Holy

Father asks us to pray for creation on September 1st. World Day of Prayer for the care of

Creation “an opportunity to strengthen the common commitment to safeguard life, respecting

the environment and nature”. Please organize special prayers for the care on Creation on

thisimportant Day.

2.Celebrating the Girl Child Day on 8 September 2026: I request all the Parish Priests to

promote the equality of girl child with boy-child. Both are gifts of God. Let us celebrate the

Mass and underline gender equality in our homilies. Kindly conduct some prayer services,

seminars and competitions for all to conscientize all about the theme of equality of male and

female genders.
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3. Deanery-Level Recollection – Second Week of September:All the Deans are requested

to arrange the Deanery-Level Recollection for the priests of their respective deaneries during

the second week of September, without fail. Kindly ensure proper coordination and timely

communication with all the priests concerned.

4. News from CDPI Warangal Unit: Celebration in Honor of St. John Mary Vianney-

Patron Saint of Priests.

A Day of Prayer, Renewal and Priestly Fraternity

The Diocese of Warangal joyfully celebrated the Feast of St.

John Mary Vianney, Patron Saint of Priests, together with the

Priests’ Recollection. The gathering brought together the Bishop,

diocesan and religious priests for a meaningful day of prayer,

reflection, fellowship and fraternity.

The occasion also marked one month of the episcopal ministry of Most Rev. D. Vijay Paul

Reddy, Bishop of Warangal. The priests congratulated His Lordship and assured him of their

prayers and support in his pastoral ministry.

Recollection and Spiritual Renewal

Rev. Fr. Michael Clement led the recollection with an inspiring reflection

on priesthood, its strengths and challenges, the expectations of the

People of God, and the difficulties encountered in priestly ministry.

His reflection encouraged the priests to renew their commitment to

Christ and serve God’s people with greater joy and dedication.

The priests also had the opportunity to celebrate the Sacrament of

Reconciliation, with gratitude to the confessors: Fr. Abraham, Fr. A.

Prakash, Fr. P. Prakash, Fr. Michael and Fr. Suresh, OFM Cap.

Felicitations and Diocesan Matters

The Bishop felicitated Fr. K. Joseph Kommareddy, Chancellor; Fr. Anukiran, Bishop’s

Secretary; and Mr. Bala Swamy, Contractor, in appreciation of their dedicated contribution

to the successful completion of the New Bishop’s House.The Bishop subsequently addressed

the priests and shared important diocesan matters, offering guidance and encouragement for

the pastoral mission of the Diocese.
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Fellowship Through Sports

The celebration continued with sports and games, fostering joyful fraternity among the priests.

Special appreciation was expressed to Fr. Sampath, Director of the Nursing College, for

making the arrangements. The Deans coordinated their respective teams, and the cricket

match between the Diocesan Priests and Religious Priests was a special highlight of the day.

Gratitude

Sincere gratitude was expressed to Most Rev. D. Vijay Paul Reddy for arranging the

Recollection and Feast celebrations and for his fatherly presence and encouragement. Special

thanks were offered to Fr. Joseph Kommareddy for the food arrangements, Fr. Anukiran for

the technical arrangements, and Fr. S. Inna Reddy for the liturgical arrangements. Appreciation

was also extended to Fr. Surender, Fr. Anukiran and all the priests who contributed through

their singing and various services.The celebration became a beautiful occasion to pray together,

reflect together, celebrate together and strengthen priestly fraternity.

May St. John Mary Vianney continue to intercede for our Bishop and all our priests, that they

may remain faithful shepherds after the heart of Christ, serving God’s people with holiness,

humility, compassion and joy.

Fr. Thumma Santhosh, President – CDPI Warangal Unit

5. News from St. Alphonse High School Feast Day Celebrations – 2026

A Day of Blessings, Growth and Gratitude

St. Alphonse High School, Jyothi Nagar, Karimnagar, joyfully

celebrated its Annual Feast Day on 1st August 2026, honoring

its patron, St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori. The celebration was

graced by the presence of Most Rev. D. Vijay Paul, Bishop of

Warangal.

The programme began with a warm welcome to the Bishop by

the management, staff and students. As part of the school’s ongoing development, the Bishop

inaugurated and blessed the renovated hostel rooms converted into classrooms and the newly

developed Tennis Court. He appreciated these initiatives and encouraged the school community

to promote the holistic growth of students through education, sports, discipline and values.

The Feast Day programme was celebrated with great enthusiasm by the students and staff.

The Bishop encouraged the students to strive for academic excellence, good character, discipline

and responsible living, inspired by the example of St. Alphonsus.
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The spiritual highlight of the day was the Solemn Holy Eucharistic Celebration at 11:00 a.m. at

Lourdhu Matha Church, presided over by the Bishop. The school community offered

thanksgiving to God and prayed for the students, staff, parents, alumni, benefactors and well-

wishers.

The celebration concluded with a fellowship lunch in an atmosphere of joy, gratitude and

togetherness.The management, staff and students express their heartfelt gratitude to Most

Rev. Dr. D. Vijay Paul Reddy for his gracious presence, blessings and encouragement.

Through the intercession of St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori, St. Alphonse High School

continues its mission of educating young minds, nurturing values and shaping responsible citizens.

Fr. Santhosh Thumma, HM & Correspondent

6.News from Lodi MSSS:

I. Title of the Project: Poverty Reduction among Poor and Marginalised rural households

with Livelihoods, Ecological farming and Natural Resource Management in 22 villages of

Dharmasagar and Velair mandals of Hanumakonda district

Achievements in September:

i) Distributed vegetable seeds to 46 farmers and support net to 50 farmers and 20 farmers

Akarsh CL to promote improved vegetable cultivation and get additional income and fresh

vegetables, for consumption purpose

ii) 200 women were provided with concentrate feed and minerals nutrient bags for female

calves to enhance the nutrients among calves and ensure that calves become dairy cattle and

later yield milk.

iii) 110 farmers were provided with spray pumps, neem oil, growth promoters, yellow plates

to promote ecological farming methods and to improve the soil fertility and soil nutrients.

iv) 110 farmers were provided with plastic drums, cans, Waste decomposer, neem oil, growth

promoters, yellow plates, to promote ecological farming methods to improve the soil fertility

and soil nutrients.

II. Title of the Project: Sustainable Livelihood Based Food Security program for the Tribal,

Dalit and Backward Class Communities of 23 villages of Akkannapet Mandal of Siddipet

district
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- During the month of August, 200 units of chicken (Each unit: 10 chicks) were distributed to

200 women in 23 villages. This is to promote backyard poultry for landless women in order to

improve their economic condition by sale of eggs as well as for consumption purpose.

III. Care and Support Program for HIV/Aids infected / affected children and

Differently Abled children

- A meeting was held on July 28, 2026, with individuals tested positive for the HIV virus from

Hanumakonda and Warangal mandals. Discussions focussed on their children’s lifestyles and

education.

- A meeting was held on August 1, 2026, with Distract positive network staff to discuss about

Nutrition and Education services for CLHA /ALHA children.

- On August 12, 2026, District Advocacy and Coordination meeting was conducted for

DAPCU Team, District Network team, Local NGOs, and CABA team members.

- On August 23, 2026, Bi-monthly meeting was conducted for CLHA children, and Nutrition

support was provided to 150 CLHA children.

IV. Revolving Fund Loans:

- 121 members of Fatima MahilaSahakaraSangham were given the general loan of Rs.

1,38,80,000/-

- Total Savings of the members of Fatima MahilaSahakaraSangham: Rs. 3,92,850/-.

Fr. S. Inna Reddy, Director, LODI MSSS

7. News from WADES:Report on the Celebration of Independence Day and

Investiture Ceremony at Bishop Beretta High School, Fatimanagar

Bishop Beretta High School Celebrated Independence

Day and the Investiture Ceremony with great enthusiasm

and patriotic fervour. Mr. Vamshi Raj, Coordinator,

Telangana Minorities Commission, graced the occasion

as the Chief Guest, while Mr. Sathish, Senior Teacher,

who is set to retire from service, was the Guest of Honour.

The programme commenced with a spirited march past, followed by the hoisting of the National

Flag. The Investiture Ceremony was then held with great solemnity, during which the newly

elected cabinet members received their flags, badges and sashes, symbolizing their responsibility

and commitment to leadership and service.The school conducted the elections in a democratic
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manner, giving students an opportunity to participate in the process of choosing their

representatives. Kumari Harshitha of Class X-A was elected as the School Pupil Leader,

while Master Harsha Frances of Class X-B was elected as the Sports Leader.

The celebrations continued with colorful and vibrant cultural programmes presented by the

students, adding joy and festivity to the occasion.The school community also celebrated the

birthday of Rev. Fr. Jaya Pratap Reddy, Headmaster, with great joy and affection. The Chief

Guest, teachers, students and parents conveyed their warm wishes and prayed for his continued

good health and dedicated service.The celebration was a memorable occasion that instilled

patriotism, leadership, responsibility and a spirit of service among the students. It also reminded

the entire school community of the values of freedom, unity and responsible citizenship.The

programme concluded with a renewed sense of hope, enthusiasm and commitment to building

a better society through education, leadership and service.

Rev.Fr. D. Jaya Prathap Reddy, H.M & Correspondent

8. News from the Pastoral Centre

1. Southern Region Directors’ Workshop on Basic Ecclesial Communities (BECs)

The Southern Region Directors’ Workshop on Basic Ecclesial Communities (BECs) was

held on 11–12 August 2026 at Nava Jyothis Renewal Centre, Kozhikode, under the theme

“BECs: Effective Execution of the Pastoral Plan 2033.”The workshop was inaugurated by

Bishop Varghese Chakkalakal of Kozhikode, who highlighted the importance of BECs in

building a synodal and participatory Church. The valedictory session was presided over by

Bishop SelvisterPonnumuthan of Punalur, Chairman of the CCBI Commission for

BECs.Around 45 participants from Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Kerala

took part. The sessions focused on implementing the CCBI Pastoral Plan 2033 through BECs,

Conversation in the Spirit, family participation, Gospel sharing, the centrality of the Word of

God, developing ministries and addressing pastoral challenges.The workshop concluded with

concrete recommendations and regional action plans. Participants renewed their commitment

to strengthening BECs as vibrant communities of faith, communion, participation and mission.

2. Catechists and Animators Meeting

The Catechists and Animators Meeting was held on 18 August 2026 at the Diocesan Pastoral

Centre, Warangal. The programme began with the solemn enthronement of the Holy Bible,

highlighting the centrality of the Word of God in pastoral ministry.The Holy Eucharist was

celebrated by Most Rev. D. Vijay Paul, Bishop of Warangal, who encouraged the Catechists
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and Animators to be Missionary Disciples, committed

to the Salus Animarum the salvation of souls—and to

respond to Christ’s command: “Go into all the world

and proclaim the Gospel” (Mk 16:15).Bishop

encouraged the establishment of Catechumen

Communities and Basic Ecclesial Communities (BECs)

in parishes, particularly reaching out to Catholic women married to non-Catholics.Fr. Marapally

Praveen, Formator at St. Xavier Seminary, reflected on the role and responsibilities of Catechists

and Animators and their call to witness Christ through their lives. Fr. K. Raju, Director of the

Pastoral Centre, Khammam, spoke on the Word of God and practical challenges in pastoral

ministry.Fr. Gade Chinnappa Reddy encouraged the participants to serve as PROs for Medicare

Hospital, extending Christ’s healing ministry alongside evangelization.

Fr. T. Joseph, Director-Pastoral Centre

9. News from CRI-Warangal Unit: CRI Recollection Day – A Day of Renewal, Communion

and Gratitude.

With hearts filled with gratitude to God, the CRI–

Warangal Unit joyfully celebrated its CRI Recollection

Day on 10 August 2026 at the New Bishop House,

Fatimanagar, with the participation of around 240

religious. The day was a beautiful occasion of prayer,

reflection, fellowship and spiritual renewal, with the central reflection focusing on the

“Importance of Liturgy in Our Daily Life.” The recollection reminded everyone that the liturgy

is not merely an activity in religious life, but the source that nourishes our vocation, strengthens

our communion and renews us for mission. The day also witnessed several significant moments,

including the election of new zonal leaders for Jangaon, Karimnagar and Okkal, the appointment

of a new CRI Secretary, and the presentation of the Annual and Financial Reports by Sr.

Geetha and Sr. Grace Maria.

The religious also had the joy of felicitating the newly elected Bishop, expressing their affection,

prayerful support and commitment to collaboration in his ministry. Another highlight was the

launch of the CRI Magazine by the Bishop, which reflects the shared mission, journey and

communion of the religious in the Diocese. The CRI President expressed sincere appreciation

to all who contributed to its preparation, particularly Br. Amal Rajan, Sr. Grace Maria and Sr.
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Geetha, for their dedicated efforts. The CRI–Warangal Unit also announced that zonal-level

recollections will be held during October, providing further opportunities for prayer, fraternity

and spiritual renewal.

The gathering further strengthened the spirit of unity, collaboration and mutual support among

the religious communities of the Diocese. The active participation of around 240 religious was

a visible sign of the vitality of consecrated life and of their shared commitment to serve the

Church and society. The CRI community expresses its heartfelt gratitude to the Bishop for

generously sponsoring the lunch for all the participants and to everyone who contributed to

making the day a meaningful and memorable celebration. The recollection concluded with a

renewed sense of gratitude and enthusiasm to continue the mission of Christ with greater

dedication, fraternity and joy.

Fr. S. Balaraju, President of CRI – Warangal Unit

10. News from Father Colombo College of Allied Health Sciences:”Building

Tomorrow’s Healthcare Heroes”

When we think of hospitals: doctors and nurses often come first to mind. But behind every

successful treatment stands a team of skilled Allied Health and Paramedical professionals—

the silent backbone of modern healthcare.

Recognizing this need, Father Colombo Institute of Medical Sciences, has taken a bold step

forward by establishing Father Colombo College of Allied Health Sciences & College of

Paramedical Sciences in 2024. With a wide range of degree and diploma courses in key

specialties, the colleges are preparing young minds for careers that are both demand-driven

and deeply rewarding.

From Operation Theatre Technologists who assist in life-saving surgeries, to Medical Lab

Technologists who detect hidden diseases, from Radiology experts who capture what the eye

cannot see, to Emergency care professionals who save lives in critical moments—these courses

are opening doors to futures that combine service, skill and security.

 At Father Colombo College of Allied Health Sciences, students can choose from a wide

range of B.Sc. Allied Health Sciences programs (4 years, 20 seats in each discipline):

1. Anaesthesia Technology (ANT)

2. Operation Theatre Technology (OTT)
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3. Cardiac and Cardio Vascular Technology (CVT)

4. Renal Dialysis Technology (RDT)

5. Respiratory Therapy Technology (RPT)

6. Neuro Science Technology (NST)

7. Critical Care Technology (CCT)

8. Radiology and Imaging Technology (RIT)

The eligibility remains simple—for degree Allied Health Science courses

Intermediate with Bi.P.C. — yet the outcomes are powerful:-

within a short time, students can step into respected careers with immense scope both in

India and abroad. For families looking for affordable yet impactful education, this is a

golden opportunity.

We invite principals, teachers, priests and sisters to guide students towards these programs.

By doing so, you are not just shaping their careers—you are strengthening the entire

healthcare system of our society.

For more details please visit: www.fcimswgl.in or contact us: 0870-2420426.

Together, let us raise a new generation of healthcare heroes.

Fr. Thirumala Reddy Tharun Reddy, Director -FCIMS

11. Pastoral Visit of the Bishop to Thimmarainipahad Parish

The Parish of Thimmarainipahad had the joy and privilege

of welcoming His Lordship Most Rev. D. Vijaya Paul,

Bishop of Warangal on 16 August 2026 for a pastoral

visit. He was warmly received by the Parish Priest, Rev.

Fr. T. Yaga Reddy, religious sisters, parish council

members, catechists, youth, children, and the faithful. The

visit began with prayer and the celebration of the Holy Eucharist, during which the Bishop

encouraged the faithful to deepen their

relationship with Jesus Christ, remain faithful

to the teachings of the Church, and strengthen

their prayer life, family life, sacramental

participation, and service to others. After the

Eucharist, he interacted with the parishioners,

listened to their concerns and suggestions, and verified the parish records.



FATIMA VANI -  SEPTEMBER - 2026 22

Bishop Vijaya Paul encouraged the Parish Priest and the Pastoral Councils of the two villages

to work together for the spiritual and pastoral development of the parish. He appreciated the

dedication of the catechists, youth, children, and parish associations and encouraged everyone,

especially the younger generation, to take an active part in the life and mission of the Church.

The visit was a blessed and enriching occasion that renewed the faith, unity, and enthusiasm of

the parish community. The parishioners expressed their sincere gratitude to His Lordship for

his presence, prayer, and pastoral guidance. The visit concluded with the Bishop imparting his

blessing upon the parish and its people.

Parish Priest: Rev. Fr. T. Yaga Reddy

12. News from Little Flower Assisi Provincialate, Fatimanagar:I am pleased to inform

you that the Assisi Sisters of Mary Immaculate, Little

Flower Province, have elected their new Provincial Team.

Sr. Deena Mary has been re-elected as the Provincial

Superior, and the newly elected Councillors are Sr. Shalini

Francis, Sr. Elsy Francis, Sr. Amala Francis, and Sr.

Assumpta Mary. On behalf of the Province, I sincerely

thank all the Sisters for their prayers, trust, and support. We seek your prayers for the newly

elected team as they undertake this responsibility of guiding the Province and strengthening its

mission and apostolic activities. May the Lord bless them with wisdom, courage, and grace in

their service.

Sr. Kalpana Francis ASMI, Provincial Secretary

13.News from SC, BC Commission

Day of Protest and Prayer 2026

The Christian community of Warangal observed the Day of Protest and Prayer on August 10,

2026, with a renewed commitment to justice, equality and the rights of Dalit Christians. This

year’s observance was especially significant with the formation of the United Warangal

Federation of Churches, bringing together churches from Kazipet, Hanamkonda and Warangal.

The Federation functions under the leadership of Most Rev. Dr. D. Vijaypal Reddy, Bishop of

Warangal, and Most Rev. Dr. Kalyanapu Daniel, Ecclesia Ministries, with the participation of

pastors, church leaders and faithful from various denominations.

As part of the preparations, a meeting was held on August 3, 2026, at Bishop’s House,

Fatima Nagar, with around 50 pastors representing different denominations. The participants

discussed ways to strengthen Christian unity and collectively advocate for the restoration of
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Scheduled Caste status to Dalit Christians. On August 10, pastors, church leaders and faithful

gathered at Centenary Baptist Church, Hanamkonda, where Bishop Dr. Vijaypal Reddy led

the prayer and addressed the gathering. He emphasized the need for the deletion of Paragraph

3 of the 1950 Presidential Order and equal constitutional rights and religious freedom for Dalit

Christians.

As a concluding action, representatives of different denominations submitted memorandums

to the District Collectors of Warangal and Hanamkonda, appealing for the restoration of SC

status to Dalit Christians and the deletion of Paragraph 3. The observance demonstrated a

strong spirit of Christian unity, solidarity and peaceful democratic action. The formation of the

United Warangal Federation of Churches has provided a common platform for prayer,

fellowship and collective efforts for justice. The Day concluded with a renewed commitment

to pursue justice, equality, dignity and religious freedom through peaceful and constitutional

means, trusting in God’s guidance.

Fr. Naveen Kumar Macherla

Director for SC, BC Commission

Diocese of Warangal

Synopsis of the Chronicles of Bishop’s Diary in August-2026

01: 9:30am: Celebrated the Holy Mass on the occasion of St. Alphonse Feast

Celebrations and Chaired the Annual day Celebrations of St. Alphonse School at

Karimnagar

02: 9:30am: Blessed the Sacred Heart of Jesus Statues at Tatikayala and Rajavaram

Villages

10:30am: Celebrated the Holy Mass on the Feast of St. Alphonse Church and

administered First Holy Communion and Confirmations at Malkapur Parish

03: 11:00am: Chaired FCIMS Governing Body Meeting

6:00pm: Chaired the Preparatory Meeting for Block Day at the Bishop’s House,

Fatimanagar

04: Celebrated the Holy Mass on the Feast of St. John Mary Vianney Feast Celebrations,

Participated in the Clergy Day and Recollection at the Bishop’s House, Fatimanagar

05: Office Day
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06: Concelebrated in the Requiem Mass on the occasion of First Death Anniversary of

Karanam Raja Rao, father of Bishop Karanam Dhaman Kumar, at Vijayanagaram,

Archdiocese of Visakhapatnam

08: Celebrated the Holy Mass at Devagiripatnam Parish

09: 11:30am: Celebrated the Holy Mass at Immaculate Convent, Subedari Parish

10: 10:30am: Participated in the Black Day Rally

12:00pm Celebrated the Holy Mass during the CRI Warangal Unit Recollection

13: 10:00am: Celebrated the Holy Mass at Appannapeta Parish

14: 5:30pm: Chaired the Freshers Day Celebration at Vidyaniketan Junior College,

Karunapuram

15: Participated in the Independence Day Celebrations at St. Paul’s High School, Jangaon

16: Pastoral Visit to Thimmaraopet Parish:

8:30am: Celebrated the Holy Mass at Thimmaraopet Parish

11:00am: Celebrated the Holy Mass at Jojipet Parish

18: 11:00am: Celebrated the Holy Mass for Catechists and Animators at the Pastoral

Centre, Fatimanagar

19: 9:30am: Chaired the LODI General Body Meeting

20: Office Day

21: Celebrated the Holy Mass on the occasion of Silver and Golden Jubilee Celebrations

of the ASMI Sisters at Little Flower Provincialate, Fatimanagar

22: 10:00am: Celebrated the Holy Masson the Occasion of St. Thomas Church Feast

Celebrations at Pasara Parish

6:00am: Visited Nirmal Hruday Bhavan, Kasibugga

23: 10:30am: Administered First Holy Communion and Confirmations at Singaram Parish

4:00pm: Celebrated the Holy Mass at Reddipuram Parish

26: 9:30am: Chaired the WADES Budget Meeting at Fatimanagar

27: Office Day

28: 10:30am: Celebrated the Holy Masson the occasion of Feast of Sts. Peter & Paul
Church at Jangaon Parish
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29: 6:00pm: Celebrated the Holy Mass on the occasion of the First Day of the Novena
of the Velankannimatha Feast at Diesel Colony Parish

30: 6:30pm: Celebrated Requiem Mass on the occasion of Death Anniversary of Rev. Fr.
Augusto Colombo, Karunapuram

Birthday Babies in the Month of September

Rev. Fr. Gopu Kamal Kumar 02/09/1982

Rev. Fr. Thumma Kiran 16-09-1977

Rev. Fr. Duggimpudi Prashanth 16-09-1977

Rev. Fr. VattiAlbeen Reddy 29-09-1971

Rev. Fr. Narisetti Balaswamy 29-09-1969

Priestly Ordinationsin the month of September

Rev. Fr. Gangarapu Anukiran 14-09-2021

Necrology: R.I.P

Rev. Fr. AvitoPottukukam,Ofm Cap. 19-09-2004

Rev. Fr. Goa Showraiah 21-09-2010

Rev. Fr. Kasu Rayappa 04-09-2011

Rev. Fr. Luigi Delisaandri, PIME 30-09-2011

Rev. Fr. Gopu Chinnappa Reddy 23-09-2020

Rev Fr. Yeruva Joji Reddy 17-09-2021
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SECOND SUNDAY COLLECTION
WARANGDAL DIOCESE

BISHOP’S HOUSE, FATIMANAGAR, WARANGAL – 506 004
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